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long list of deformities or unsoundnesses which result from these circumstances.
A short description of these deformities is given, not so much to suggest treatment, because the best is none too successful even when undertaken by experts, but rather for an understanding of these abnormalities. The treatment of any of these diseases of the feet and legs should seldom be attempted by the owner; not that harm will follow but because the application of salves, liniments and the like are, more often than not, a pure waste of time. Injuries to the tendon sheaths, for example, are always serious and careless treatment might be attended by unfortunate results. Injuries to the bones, ligaments, or tendon sheath should always be given the best attention available. The use of the knife or firing iron is never advised, except in the hands of the trained veterinarian,
Splints
A splint is a bony enlargement on the inside of the can-x non bone just below the knee (Fig. 10). Splints are common on the legs of young horses, being rarely observed in older animals. The splint or bony growth may range in size from a pea to a walnut and can be seen or felt readily. Splints frequently disappear from the young animal as its age increases. The cause of these bony growths is usually given as an injury of some kind. No treatment is ever attempted except in cases of severe lameness.
Ring-bone
A ring-bone is a bony growth on the front and sides of the pastern just above the coronet or top edge of the hoof wall Ring-bone is caused by strains, hard labor or any kind of an injury to this part of the leg and may occur on the front or hind legs. Lameness is an early symptom which may continue for months before the bone growth is noticed. A ring-bone is a more serious condition than a